The Race: Keep On Running!
Hebrews 12:1-2                       	                                  Pastor Harlan D. Betz	
1A.  INTRODUCTION
	One of the dangers in the Christian life is to give up, to quit, and to grow weary in doing what is right. We must not grow weary in doing what is right! Hebrews 12:1-2 compares the Christian life with a race and challenges us to keep on running! 
2A.  INSTRUCTION
	1.  The Testimonies of Triumph in the past (12:1a)
		Chapter 11 tells us that …
			These men and women lived by faith! 
		Chapter 12 tells us that … 
			These men and women are _______________to us. 
			These men and women are _______________ of us.
	2.  The Discipline of Devotion in the present (12:1b)
		Two things to lay aside
			1) Lay aside every __________. 
			2) Lay aside __________. 
		Two things to do
			1) Keep on ____________  with endurance.
			2) Keep on  ____________ looking to Jesus.
	3.  The Crown of Christ-likeness in the future (2-3)
		Jesus kept His eyes on the joy set before Him.
			the joy of being triumphantly _________.
			the joy of being gloriously ___________.
		Jesus endured the cross, despised the shame, anticipated the prize.
			1) Jesus is the ___________ of our faith – Gal 2:20
			2) Jesus is the ___________ of our faith –  Col 1:27 
3A.  IMPLICATIONS:  
	1. Entering Heaven is a  _________.
	2. Honor in Heaven is a _________.
	3. We are to live in spiritual realm like Olympians in the physical 		realm ... 
		Discipline of ________ – run with endurance
		Denial of ___________ – lay aside every weight and sin
		Dedication of ________ – fixing your eyes on Jesus.
	Have you stumbled and fallen? Are you discouraged? Are you about 		to give up? 
	Do you need an encouraging voice to cheer you on? God is speaking 		to you! 
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