Lesson #12 



Ecclesiastes 12:1-7 

Harlan D. Betz

How to Grow Old Gracefully
1A. INTRODUCTION:


Ecclesiastes 11:7-12:1     How to Grow Up Joyfully


Ecclesiastes 12:1-7     How to Grow Old Gracefully

2A. EXPOSITION:


1B.  Remember your Creator during the delightful days of life (1)



1.  What?  __________________________________



2.  Who?  ___________________________________



3.  When?  ___________________________________ 

2B.  Remember your Creator before the dark days of life (2)



1.  Before the light is darkened



Light of the mind, light of the conscience, light of the eyes.




A time of _________________ joy.



2.  Before the clouds return




Clouds of darkness, clouds of confusion, clouds of depression.




A time of ________________ gloom.


3B.  Remember your Creator before the declining days of life (3-5)



1.  Keepers of the house  ..._________  ... tremble



2.  Mighty men ... _________ ... stoop



3.  Those who look through windows ...__________ ... grow dim



4.  Grinding ones ... ________ ... stand idle because few



5.  Doors of street ...______... are shut as the sound of grinding is low 


6.  Arise at sound of birds ... _____________________________



7.  Daughters of song sing softly ... ________________________



8.  Afraid of high places ... _______________________________



9.  Terrors on the road ... ________________________________



10.  Almond tree blossoms ... _____________________________



11.  Grasshopper drags himself along ... ____________________




12.  Caperberry ineffective ... _____________________________



13.  Mourners in the streets ... ____________________________


4B.  Remember your Creator before the dying days of life (6-7)



1.  Silver cord ... _____________ ... is snapped



2.  Golden bowl ... ___________ ... is broken  (Judges 9:53)  



3.  Pitcher ... ___________ ... is shattered (Jer 23:9)



4.  Wheel at cistern ...__________ ... collapse  (Psa 104:29)



5.  Dust ... physical body returns to earth  (Gen 2:7; 3:19)



6.  Spirit ... spiritual person returns to God  (Acts 7:59; 2 Cor 5:8).




For the believer, death isn't an end, its an entrance.

3A.  CONCLUSION:   We are to grow old gracefully!

We cannot control the clock, but we can ____________ on _____________!


We cannot control the clock, but we can _____________  ______________! 

