Lesson # 9: 



Eccles. 9:1-10 


Dr. Harlan D. Betz

“HOW TO LIVE IN A DYING WORLD”

Subtitle: “Have a Blast While You Last”

1A. INTRODUCTION:


Today we will discover four simple truths!

2A.  EXPOSITION:


#1.  God is Sovereign!



v.1a.  The future of the righteous and the wise is in God's ____________.  

                   
v.1b.  No one knows whether that future will be good or bad. 

Prosperity does not always indicate God’s  __________________.

Adversity does not always indicate God’s  __________________.




God’s approval cannot always be read by ___________________.



It is wrong to say that all suffering is a reuslt of personal sin. 

#2.  Death is certain!



v.2.  The righteous and the wicked both ______________________! 



v.3.  Evil and insanity are in the hearts of mankind. 

Death is not just a possibility; death is a ______________________!  

Death is not scheduleable or postponeable! 
Death may come at _________  _____________________! 


#3.  Hope is available!



v.4  
If you're alive there is ______________!



v.5a.    If you're alive you can plan for ______ ____________!  



v.5b-6  If you're alive you can still enjoy _________________!  

There is no such thing as _________________________!  (Heb 9:27)
There is such a thing as _______________________! (John 11:24-25)


#4.  Enthusiasm is appropriate!



v.7.   Be _________.  go for it ... enjoy God’s approval.



v.8.   Be _________. dress happy ... let your light shine.



v.9.   Be _________. enjoy your marriage ... love wife/respect husband.  



v.10. Be ________. do your best ... work while it is day.

3A.  CONCLUSION


God has given us the ability to change our attitude even when we can't change our circumstances.  It requires the power of the Holy Spirit to rise above the circumstances, and to enjoy an inner happiness that supersedes the external environment.


Step one: Come to Christ in ________________________ – salvation!


Step two: Follow after Christ in _____________________ – service!
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