A Motivation Big Enough to Move us!

(THE PURPOSE OF THE JUDGMENT SEAT)

Why is God going to judge believers at the judgment seat of Christ?” 

Pastor Harlan Betz

THE PRESENT MOTIVATION OF THE BELIEVER - 2 Cor 5:9

1. Paul. Paul considered the judgment seat of Christ to be a powerful motivating factor for living a life honoring to Christ. 2 Cor 5:9-10. Paul reminded believers of the two basic options: 



1. Pleasing the Lord and receiving _______; 



2. Failing the Lord and forfeiting ________. 

2. John. John considered the judgment seat of Christ a powerful motivating factor for living a life honoring to Jesus Christ. 2 John 8 

3. Jesus. Jesus Christ also considered rewards to be a justifiable motivation for Christ-like living. Mt. 6:19-20. Mt.16:24-27. Mt.19:27-30. 

4. C.S. Lewis. C.S. Lewis, in his sermon, entitled “The Weight of Glory,” writes: Indeed, if we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the rewards promised in the gospels, it would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. 

5. College Student:  “What difference does it make how I live here on earth as long as I know I’m going to heaven?”   This young man needed a motivation to live a life that was pleasing to the Lord.  He needed to hear the words of our Lord…in Lk. 9:23-26.


Eph. 2:8-10. We are not saved ____ good works, but we are saved ___good works! 


Prophecy is not given to satisfy our ___; Prophecy is given to stimulate our _____! 


The prospect of standing before the judgment seat of Christ in the ________ is designed to stimulate the believer to live for Christ in the _________! 

THE FUTURE MANIFESTATION OF THE BELIEVER - 2 Cor.5:10

WHAT? “We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ” (2 Cor. 5:10). The judgment seat is a means of revealing the _____ and ______ of the believer’s life.

WHY?  that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. (2 Cor 5:10). The reason for the revelation is ________.  The purpose of the judgment seat is to determine the degree and the nature of __________ for the believer. 

SUMMARY: We have discovered 2 basic purposes of the judgment seat of Christ

First of all, the bema should serve as a motivation big enough to move us.


It should ___________ us to please God in our character and conduct.

Secondly, the bema will serve as a manifestation clear enough to reveal us. 


It will ___________ our thoughts and motives, words and deeds, character 
and conduct. 

I see three major considerations we should each personally address:


1. Am I pleasing Christ?


2. Am I passionate about pleasing Christ? 


3. Am I prepared to give an account?
